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He looks upon the whole family of Adam as rebels, who bave forfeited hig 
Rindness ; and from the corrupt mass he to himself such portions, 
as he had predestinated to so exalted a . For he saith to Moses, 
“I will have merey on whom I will have mercy, and I will have i 
on whoa I will have compassion. So then, it is not of him that 
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het him remember, however, that our applause may be bestowed upon 
those whom Christ will at last reject ; that no mental cultivation can exalt 
moan to’ moral union with his Maker ; and that he, who distributes gifts 98 
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magnanimity! .“ How hardly shall they that have riches. 
kingdom of God. Hath not God chose the poor of this world, 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom, which he hath promised to them that 
Do we aspire after rank and office? Well may our ambition be 
when we remember the too common character of those, who rise ta.tbe 
highest stations of trust and honour among men. . It ia not easy to-unite 
the eager pursuit of earthly promotion, with an integrity that never yielde 
to cireumstances, and never falters ; and it is far more difficult, if not im- 
, t@ associate such a spirit with the unvarnished simplicity end 
meekness of the gospel. Divine grace has sometimes presented to. our 
view a David, an Hezekiah, or an Alfred, to teach us that nostation is above 
its reach ; but to eanfound the pride of station, it has commonly descended, 
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, of all others most interesting to 
may inherit eternal life ?”’’ He had shunned 
vice and profaneness ; and seems to have been 
with a thousand lovely Truslities. But a single proposal for 
ing’ his sincerity betrayed the actual state of his heart—his self-indul- 
supreme devotedness to the world. He “ went away grieved.” 
men ¢ on of persia strictness go away and die, rejecting the 
viour ; sinners of*the most profligate character are, in many instances, 
arrested, awed , Subdued, reformed, and justified, by the power of redeeming 
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nthe wr chiefly rely, in the grand enterprise of reclaiming an 
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ccib te whole pra. of their. salvation to. distinguishing grace ; to 
serve from pure love and gratitude ; and to own for ever, that, in point 
of personal desert, they can demand nothing better than the full infliction 
of the punishment denounced against transgressors. Such have been the 
sentiments and confessions of pious men in every age. ‘ Not unto us, O 
Lord, not upte-us; but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for 
thy truth’s sake.’’ It has been their delight to solicit favour as a sovereign 
gift, to. sink into their own nothingness, and to exalt, in their affections and 
songs, the worthy name of Him who is above all blessing and praise. So 
it is on earth; and so, more eminently and perfectly, itis in heaven. Not 
an ambitious th¢ not one proud or coatemptuous emotion, can find 
entrance there. Heaven indeed has its thrones and its crowns ; but they 
are thrones which none can occupy, crowns which none can wear, save 
those who willi all praise to themselves, that it may be given to 


, and thousands of thousands ; saying with a 
y is the Lamb that wes slain to receive power, and riches, 
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i time-serving, 

sword of the Spirit, naked and burnished in all 
f its terrors, as well as.of its mercy ; call upon the earth to ; in- 
voke the heavens to your aid ; press onward in the strength of God ; till the 
i i inquiry, “* Men and brethren, what must we do?” 
with the shouts of the ransomed, shall break forth from every land, antl 
hamlet, and habitation of man. Ny; SE ; ? 
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GOD'S RESPECT TO THE LOWLY. 


oxxxvit. 6.—Though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect 
nto the lowly. 3 


survey of the works of God, as the preducts of his power and 
ich first impresses us, is that of his unsearchable great- 
creation preclaim his glories. The emotions of 

ing forest, the cataract, the mountain 

sky, the blue expanse over our heads, and the 

jows of the ocean, can hardly fail to be associated 
conceptions of his omnipotence and grandeur. These 
in proportion to the extent of our field of vision ; 
uninstructed mind, a cloudless evening sky presents a scene 

, to which all the magnificence of earth is poor. When we con- 
heavens, by the li of science, as the stupendous array of 

suns, and ms, all moving on, in wondrous harmony, to sub- 

serve the will of their aker,—when, having mused on all that the eye, or 
can discover, we still imagine ourselves to be standing at the 

of the universe, and conceive of other firmaments, stretching into 

us, insects of an hour, confined to this little planet, the 

itself seems infinite ;—how great then is He, who spoke and it 
commanded and it stood fast? His resources are neither 

imini in a moment he could create a new em- 

that now exists should seem as a drop in 

is dust in the: balance. With these views vividly before 


‘le consoling truth, that his observation is as 

wledge is boundless, and his love as tender, as his great- 

rr ea eeu = He is the Guardian, the Parent, of the meanest, 
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i of men; “‘he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 

rain on the just and on the unjust ;” but he 
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He knows indeed all that vileness, over which they mourn ; and, as a God 
os he must hate sin, in whomsoever it-is found, But he witnesses 
their ingenuous relentings, their earnest application to him oo 

Goeegvae Giollemer, he sees them retracing their steps, bowing at 
throne, and sinking into their proper place, as ‘his creatures, and as sinnets. 
These expressions of a filial spirit he loves ; his heart yearns over 
the returning prodigals ; his paternal’arms are to embrace them. 
He views in them his own image restored ; sn the teunper of hel 

himself against a revolted world, and joined in the temper of tera 
his beloved Son ; and he bids them welcome to all the provisions, 

ments and joys of his happy iss 


my 
Neraahieat wroneehdaameine? for since I comaet 
Siceecbaechy reueuber him still: therefore my bowels are troubled 
im ; I will surely have mercy upon him, See eae 
—_ lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; ¥ 
se and holy place, with him also'that is of  contrite’and 
revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart'of 
once.” * But the’ proud he knoweth afar of.” E 
them, confers upon. them his benefits;: 
them accountable at his bar; but -he 
Guns ad ‘patents bovak fe’ epow the cstuirat tas eabieed Gaeaeoe 
solve that beautiful harmony, which connects in one grand system of bene- 
volence all the parts of his moral kingdom, He must frown upon men, 
who, instead of aiming at his glory, that supreme point of attraction in the 
holy creation, would exalt themselves, by trampling down ‘his sothority, end 
spurning from them the offered grace of the gospel. 


| @ The Lord hath respect to the prayers of the lowly. . 
When we contemplate God in hs mat, the immensity fh mene, 


the infinitude of his knowledge, the boundlesmoss of his power, dw. 


ght inaccessible, the universal Creator, the Director of moving 
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awakes the elements to fury, and composes them in his mercy ; directs 
of insurrection and war ; arrests its j ; and ki 
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The Most High ordains, for their greatest good, all the circumstances of 


the darkest designs, and the most untoward events, to contribute’ to their 
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i is purpose.” ‘ 

blessings of eternity are for the lowly, and 

to ask you, what is your character ? 

ith God, to the decencies and moralities of 
paid to your virtue and usefulness, by the world? “ 
man came to and to save that creme tat wel 
justification, on regularity in your jons, on 
dey, snd susteriiy efentonane? The preud and ostentatious 
the merciful Saviour condemned as 


the thought, that God reigns, 
dispose of you, and of all his creatures for ever, 
degree, the honour of his own great name ? 


you have fallen thus low in your own esteem, you have seen, with new 
eyes, the wonders and the glories of redemption by the cross; you have 

£00 ao your last and only stousity 5 ou have cried for more merey; 
ve consecrated yourselves, body and soul, to the service of your ai 
Deliverer. You pant after perfect conformity to Christ. You live at 
the throne of grace. All your comforts die, if you neglect prayer. Your 
self-abasement before God discovers itself in your whole demeanour 


clen 
you 
vine 


‘ts a Lowlinese in your intercourse with men, an amiable self-distrust, an ho- 


nouring of others, a readiness to do the most humiliating offices of love ; in ° 
Place of the arrogance, and contempt of others, and odious 

which, however you might have studied 

a hollow-hearted civility and gentleness, 

have learned to feel for others’ woes,—to forgive and to bless even your ene- 
mies. There is in true humility, an unaffected sweetness, an angel kindness, 
of which the boasted politeness of the world is but a heartless imitation. 

_ Whoever you may be to whom this chatacter belongs, the blessings’ an- : 
nexed to it are yours. Receive them with gratitude, and to purposes 
Worthy of your exalted privileges, the congolations which your er gives, 
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nt allt wae ror sol re te Tait eal 
you of the unreasonableness of your self-estimation, the obligations you 
have violated, your moral ruin, your dependence, your frailty, the grave, the 
worm, the last trumpet, the dread tribunal, the eternal pit of wo; and in 
view ofall these realities, I might surely urge, with appalling emphasis, 
the doctrine of humility. 


great Redeemer ; opening to 

ardent. eye; the way of access to God the Father. What 
grand as that of the lowly penitent voimongery his succour eternal strength, 
and, cheered with beams from the Sun of Righteousness, triumphing over 
all thé powers of darkness? 

It isa greatness, which no worldly vicissitudes caf impair. Fortane, 
and fame, and all that the ambitious covet, may flee away ; he, who exults 
in prosperity to-day, may be a. wretch to-morrow; the heavens, all bright- 


ness now, may, anon, be blackened with storms; the fairest hopes-may be 2 


wrecked in a moment; and despair sit brooding over the ruins of all that 
the fond heart of man had cherished and idolized. But humility dissolves 
the charm of earthly attractions’; it makes us independent Of all below 


the skies’; it fixes our hopes on the undecaying glories of heaven. It* 


a Neer oe It attends the peasant to his cottage, oh er 
is homely toils ; inspires him with a serenity, which conquerors may si 

after in vain ; and raises him to a. moral elevation, above the utmost flight of 
their ambition. It follows to his cell the victim of persecution, and invests 
him with'a grandeur, to which even the imperial purple is beggarly defile- 


ment.’ All other greatness is momentary. But this is durable. It smiles © 
at death; it walks with angels through the derk valley; it reposes on the | 


bosom of Jesus ; it will burst the prison of the grave ; it will triumph in 
immortal beauty ; it will shine with celestial radiance, when stars and sans 
are extinguished for ever. vs 
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